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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—I have long been in the habit of perusing the 
Gospel Herald, and now take the liberty of asking 
your attention to the following considerations, 
which I esteem of some importance. 

Mr. Spring (towards whose bigotry and error, 1 
feel as much abhorrence as you possibly can) has 
for along time, been the principal butt against 
which, have been levelled your arrows dipt in gall. 
On him have you poured forth the phials of your 

indignation, with a zeal, which (pardon me) would 
suit his cause, far better than the one in which you 
are engaged. He believes that many of the human 
race, are now, and will for ever remain, the objects 
of their Creator’s unceasing hatred; for him there- 
fore, to hate them, is to be a co-worker with the Al- 
mighty, and is perfectly consistent with his doctrine. 
But for you, who profess to be a follower of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, who bore with patience the 
contempt of the creatures whom he had himself 
formed, and died for their salvation—who has 
taught us by precept and example, to do good for 
evil, and to overcome evil with good; not to return 
railing for raiiing, but contrary wise, blessings— 
for you, I say, who profess to believe these divine 
truths, to indulge in the spirit of contempt, and bit- 
terness, towards any of the human family, is both 
inconsistent and unjustifiable. Most truly, as well 
as beautifully has a poet said— 

“ That he who feels contempt, for any living thing, 

Hath faculties within himself, which he 

Hath never us'd. That thought with him, 

Is in its infancy.” 

You will possibly say that it is the doctrine, and 
not the man, which has elicited so much severity. 
If this be the case, where is the necessity of being 
so personal? Aim at the error, or rather endeavour 
to establish the truth, and the gloom of superstition 
and infidelity will vanish, like the mist of the morn- 
ing, before the luminary which creates our day, and 
which to every individual of the universe dispenses 
its innumerable blessings. 

Satire is not a suitable weapon to wield in the 
cause of him, whose “tender mercies are over all 
his works,” and who in accents of fatherly affec- 
tion, says to his rebellious children, “Come, and 
let us reason together.” As soon might you expect 
to see the child desire literally to kiss the rod under 
which he was then smarting, as that one, who 
writhed under the cutting lash of satire, should 
manifest love towards him who applied it; and a 
disposition coolly and candidly to investigate what 
he had asserted to be true. No! no! Blood for blood, 


Instead of producing a change, either in Mr. 

Spring or his congregation, I think you have pur- 

sued the most effectual means to keep them in their 

present state of Egyptian darkness. Will he feel 

disposed to peruse a work in which every thing, re- 

specting him, is exhibited in the most unfavourable 

light? Or is it possible they who regard him with 

reverence and affection, will resort to a publication 
where the character of their spiritual guide is set 
up “for scorn to point its slow and moving fin- 
ger at?” No; they will close the book in disgust, 
turn their ears from the testimony it contains, and 
return “good measure, pressed down, heaped up, 
and running over,” for the injury they have re- 
ceived. Perhaps the best way for us to judge of 
the feelings of others, is to imagine ourselves in 
their situation, and then press the question home 
toour bosoms—How would I like to be treated 
thus? For however different the actions of indivi- 
duals may oftentimes appear, the feelings by which 
mankind are actuated, and the motives which gov- 
ern them, will be found very similar. 

It is possible that you may attend the ministry of 
one, from whom you receive edification and com- 
fort, and for whom you very naturally experience 
affection and gratitude. Should some Calvinistic 
bigot assail him with taunting and sarcasm, What 
would be your feelings; love, or hatred? In pro- 
portion as you thought him calumniated, would be 
your displeasure against his enemies. Being a 
stranger to you, I speak hypothetically. But should 
he, from whose lips I delight to receive the words 
of truth and consolation, be thus treated; (unaided 
by the knowledge that we are all children of the 
same Parent, and redeemed by the same Saviour,) I 
wave no words to express my indignation. Nor 
would I give much for that man’s heart, which 
should, under such circumstances, remain un- 
moved, 

As to Mr. S.’s salary, that is a matter between 
him and his people, and cannot possibly concern 
any one who does not contribute to it. I know of 
no minister who is not remunerated for his services, 
and it is right that they should be; for though they 
may consider it a delightful employment to dispense 
the word of life, food and raiment are indispensa- 
ble, and certainly those for whom they labour should 
be willing to afford them a subsistence. The Uni- 
versalist minister in this city, has a salary, and I be- 
lieve there are but few of his congregation who do 
not gladly contribute to it, and were they more 
wealthy, would, I have no doubt, willingly in- 
crease it. 





lash for lash, is the feeling of fallen human nature. 
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vend Doctor, beyond the feeling of universal frater- 
nity, | am as perfect a stranger to him as to your- 
self. I have never heard him speak, nor ever read 
any of his productions, except his celebrated sermon 
on election, which I consider one of the most absurd 
things that has ever issued from the press. Affec- 
tion for the cause you profess to advocate, and a de- 
sire that the most effectual means should be adopt- 
ed for its extension, are the only reasons which 
have urged me to be thus explicit. Should you 
deem it inexpedient to publish this letter, it will 
gratify the writer, who addresses you in the sincere 
spirit of Christianity, to seé this subject noticed in 
the next Herald.* 

“ Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 
evil speaking, be put away from you with all ma- 
lice. And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 
sake, hath forgiven you” —is advice which we should 
constantly keep in remembrance. And, oh! that 
the HERALD may proclaim nothing but peace, and 
good-will from Heaven, to man; instead of war be- 
tween individuals of the same family, is the fervent 
prayer of a “ UNITED CHRISTIAN FRIEND.” 

New- York, July 24, 1823. 

P.S. This was written before the last Herald 
appeared, in which was published a piece tending 
to exculpate you from the charge of ill-will, or ma- 
lice, towards two clergymen whom you have se- 
verely castigated. Had this apologetical article 
appeared sooner, it might in some measure have 
precluded the necessity of my addressing you, but 
it may not be amiss even now, to send you these 
hints. 

ANSWER. 

We have read the above, and examined it, with 
great attention. The result is as follows—First. 
Our correspondent is grossly mistaken. Second. 
We are not the party alluded to, for we have never 
exercised the spirit, nor been exercised by it, which 
our correspondent speaks of, in any of our remarks 
or animadversions on the Reverend Doctor Spring. 
We shall prove this; and it will appear in the se- 
quel, that our great Pattern, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is also criminated by the “ United Christian 
Friend,” as well as the humble editor of this paper! 

Our correspondent closed his communication 
with the following quotation—* Let all bitterness, 
and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil 
speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 
And be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God, for Christ’s sake, 
hath forgiven you.” By consulting James iii. you 
will learn, that only two spirits or moving principles, 
called wisdom, the one from above, and the other 
from beneath, operate on the minds of men. The 
one is “ earthly, sensual, devilish,” because contrary 
to God ; and the other full of mercy, &c. and from 
God. God’s wrath is “ revealed from heaven, 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness [unmer- 
cifulness] of men, who hold the truth in unrigh- 





* This communication, from some cause, was only re- 
ceived in season for the present Number 





teousness.” To be godly, we must be against the 
same; a contrary course would be devilish. Whey 
Christ called the Scribes and Pharisees hypocrites, 
was he bitter? When he called them serpents, a 
generation of vipers, was he angry, elamorous, and 
an evil speaker ? The spirit which governs the Rev. 
Doctor, is either the spirit of the Pharisee, or the 
spirit thatis in Christ. Ifthe Reverend Doctor is ac- 
tuated by Christ’s spirit, which is from above, we 
plead guilty to the charge. But, if the Reverend 
Doctor is governed by the contrary spirit, which is 
devilish, earthly, &c. and from beneath, we are 
guiltiess in this thing. 

Now we declare, that, to all the mental faculties 
we possess, the Reverend Doctor conducts as the 
Pharisees of old conducted. But words are super 
fluous—Who despises his neighbour? Who hates 
the creatures whom God hath made ? Who struts, 
the consequential and proud Pharisee, rioting in 
abundance, while the widow and the fatherless are 
erying with hunger? Who make “ clean the out 
side oi the platter, but within are full of extortion 
and excess?” Who “build the tombs of the 
prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righ- 
teous?” Who “bind heavy burdens, and grievous 
to be borne, and Jay them on men’s shoulders; but 
they themselves will not move them with one of their 
fingers?” Who “love the uppermost rooms at 
feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, 
Rabbi, Rabbi?” Tell me who these are, and I wil! 
tell you who the spirit of the meek and lowly Jesus 
called “ hypocrites, serpents, and a generation of vi- 
pers!” And we shall call them the same. The 
course Christ pursued, brought upon him the hatred 
and execration of the Pharisee and hypocrite. If 
we pursue the same course, we shall experience the 
same result. “ It is enough for the disciple that he 


be as his master, and the servant as his lord. If 


they have called the Master of the house Beelze- 
bub, How much more shall they call them of his 
household?” Christ was never accused ef hypoc- 
risy, but of keeping the company of sinners! The 
holy men of His day, arrogated to themselves all 
the piety. Let their followers do the same. Christ 
bore with meekness the conten:pt of his enemies. 
We would do the same. We would render good 
for evil. But we would, in imitation of our divine 
Master, call things by their right names! 

We have repeatedly said, and again declare, that 
we bear no ill will, and wish no evil to befal Mr. 
Gardiner Spring ; nor any of his compeers in dig- 
nity and opposition. But we do say, and we would 
speak with redoubled energy, we bear wrath and 
indignation against the conduet of all hypocritical 
Reverend Doctors. We “ despise their image.” 
We rejoice that the wrath of God is revealed against 
the same, and that He also “ despises their image.” 
We ask, when did we ever complain, because of the 
contempt, or desire the countenance or smiles, or 
approbation, of the holy men and Divine Doctors of 
the day ? When did we treat them with personal 
disrespect ? When did we hate and wish them evil, 
as men ? We are blamed for being personal. Wa: 
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Christ personal, when he rebuked the hypocrites of 
his day ? See him, with outstretched arm, in open 
day, in the presence of the pretenders of old, telling 
them to their teeth, their true characters! Should 
we aim at the error, and leave the Divine Doctors 
in the back ground, we should be accused of slan- 
der, called the cowardly backbiter, and be told that 
our representations were the creature of our spleen, 
and malice. ‘That we dealt in falsehood, and dared 
not name the party whose hypocrisy we exposed. 
We have the same hatred in this case, that the sur- 
geon bears to the gangrenous limb which he ampu- 
tates, and the same motive too, to leave the body 
healthy. 

We believe our faith is productive of good works. 
But heaven forbid that we should arraign the con- 
duct of others, as men, and put ourselves in com- 
petition with them. The best man living, must 
blush at his imperfections, and this alone, is suffi- 
cient to pruduce humility. As a man among men, 
considered separately from his professions, his sa- 
cred office, his diploma, and his Hopkinsian princi- 
ples, we believe Mr. Gardiner Spring is neither a bet- 
ter ner worse man than his neighbours. We know, 
that the time is coming, when he shall be purged in 
his person, of bis errors and his pride, and in all 
love and humility, recognize ourselves, and all God's 
heritage, as brethren, with unbounded affection. 
We, therefore, again say, we contemn his hypocri- 
sy—his pride—his folly—but we contemn not the 
man. Qur correspondent must acknowledge, that 
the fact of the child not kissing the rod, is no evi- 
dence why the child should not be whipped, when he 
deserves it! We have no expectation of producing 
a change in Doctor Spring ; neither did Christ ex- 
pect to produce a change in the Pharisees of old, 
when he addressed them. But our correspondent 
is mistaken relative to his congregation. Numbers 
of them have acknowledged the justness of the re- 
marks, and see the folly of a Reverend Doctor's in- 
fallibility. What effect, think ye, did the plain deal- 
ing of Christ have, with the admirers of the Phari- 
sees of old? Weanswer. They hated him, perse- 
cuted him, and finally put him to the cruel death of 
the cross. Thanks be to God, and his good Provi- 
dence, or we should suffer a similar fate. May God 
in nercy, if it be his will, let this cup pass from us; 
but not our will, but His be done. 

Our correspondent asks, “How would I like to 
be treated thus?’ How? Why, to be a Reverend 
Doctor of Divinity, with an enormous salary, and to 
have a Universalist, the worst of all denominations, 
question my pretentions, &c.? We acknowledge, 
candidly, we do not think we should like it at all. 
We believe we should feel about the same as the 
Pharisees of old, when their pretensions were called 
in question. But of all calamities, may a merciful 
Providence preserve us from the terrible condition 
of a modern Reverend Doctor of Divinity, puffed 
up with spiritual pride, and cursed with an enor- 
mous salary! We ejaculate, fervently, the prayer 
of Agur— 

“Two things have I required of thee; deny me 


and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 
me with food convenient for me: lest I be full, and 
deny thee, and say, Who is the Lorn? or lest I 
be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in 
vain.” (Prov. xxx, 7—9.) 

Our correspondent wishes to know how I would 
feel, to have my minister attacked, &c. &e. &c. ? 
Adding, “ Nor would I give much for that man’s 
heart, which should, under such circumstances, 
remain unmoved.” Please to hear my opinion of 
this matter. I would not give much for that man’s 
heart, who, let the honest reproof come from any 
quarter, will uphold error, and pamper a proud 
Pharisee at the expense of the widow and the father- 
less. We assert that we both have and shall exer- 
cise the right, to question, in strong language, the 
present abominable mode of pampering clergymen. 
Dr. S.’s salary may be, as a pecuniary concern, a 
matter between him and his congregation. We 
never questioned this. But we have questioned, 
and now question, the right of any number of men, 
professing to follow Christ, to pamper an individual, 
and tempt him to an useless, and wicked extrava- 
gance, of the goods intended by the great Giver, 
for all the sons and daughters of affliction. If all 
creation, without exception, dissents from this our 
opinion, we shall cleave to it the closer. It is an 
outrage upon common sense, to pamper an indivi- 
dual, for the love of God, when thousands are suffer- 
ing from want and wretchedness! If this is not as 
clear as any thing can be, we must acknowledge, 
that, of all men, we are the greatest ignoramuses. 
Reader, if you would be charitable in the eyes of 
the workl, and would be popular, fill yout minis- 
ter’s pockets, and pamper him to gormandizing ! 
But, if you would be despised in the eyes of the 
world, and copy the example of Christ, give to some 
person who needs your bounty. This is our advice, 
and we are sensible, that it is scriptural, and, there- 
fore, despicable! 

We assure our respected correspondent, that the 
cause we advocate, is the cause of God and huma- 
nity. And we thank him for the expression of his 
sentiments, and the opportunity which it affords us, 
again to reiterate ours. We are constrained to say, 
that we think, there is very little true religion in the 
world. We acknowledge there is much praying, 
such as it is, and a great deal of form, ceremony, 
and pretension. But, God forgive us, if we err, we 
are sometimes almost led to conclude, that religion, 
such as Jesus practised, is almost, if not altogether, 
proscribed! Religion, Sir, admits of no distinc- 
tions, no pre-eminence; unless you would excel 
your neighbour in dove, and be dignified in humility. 
But, alas! pride and hypocrisy, are almost the order 
of the day. They are concomitants, and grow al- 
ways in company. May a power higher than hu- 
man direct, and a wisdom greater than human pre- 
side, and govern the congregations of believers of 
God’s universal and unchangeable love. We ven- 
ture to predict, that in proportion as those profess- 
ing the faith of the salvation of all men, copy after 
the follies, extravagances, and ceremonies of other 





them not before I die, Remove far from me vanity 


denominations, in that ratio will pure, and ail reli- 
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gion, that is deserving of the name, disappear from 
among them. ‘That pride, parade, and a despica- 
ble formula, will be about all that shall remain, a 
skeleton of their pretensions. 

We conclude our reply, and remarks, by desiring 
our correspondent not to construe any thing we have 
said, to disrespect for his opinion or sentiments. 
We have expressed, in plain language, our senti- 
ments. And we again declare, that whether Doctor 
Spring, or any other of the race of Adam, all of 
whom we delight to acknowledge as brethren, be 
spoken of, that we utterly disclaim all feelings hos- 
tile to the man, our brother, and only wage a war of 
extermination against his follies, which are his worst 
and only enemies. It is our duty, and we urge it as 
the duty of all men, (for all men are imperfect, and, 
in this mode of being, poor sinners,) to cover, with 
the mantle of charity, which is love, as much as in 
them lies, the imperfections common to this mode 
of being. There lives not the man, with all his pre- 
tensions and goodness, who dares, in the presence 
of his Maker, “ first cast a stone” at even his great- 
estenemy. God is good, and our good Judge. It 
is enough for sinners to mend their own ways, and 
to exhort, with love and kindness, their neighbours 
to do likewise! But, we consider a Reverend Doc- 
tor of Divinity, to be a creature that God never 
made, and a genus that we will never acknowledge 
as Claiming any affinity with any of the creation of 
God! We will not acknowledge, for a moment, 
any consanguinity which can possibly exist between 
these monstrous prodigies and ourselves. May Mr. 
Gardiner Spring, never have a greater enemy than 
the editor of this paper, is our good wish and desire. 


—>—_- 


From the Gospel .ddvocate. 
THE DEVIL’S DOCTRINE. 

Mr. Editor—The indefatigable industry of the 
believers and advocates of the doctrine of endless 
and unmerciful torments, in their opposition to 
Universalism, is strikingly exemplified in the assi- 
duity with which they endeavour to propagate the 
idea, that the doctrine, “that all men will he saved,” 
is the same as was taught by the devil in the garden 
of Eden. 

Whenever they attempt a refutation of our doc- 
trine, and fail to find their arguments supported by 
the Bible, reason, or common sense, they raise the 
cry that “ Universalism is the devil’s doctrine,” and 
that those who attempt to defend it or preach it, 
are emissaries of his sable highness, armed with de- 
ception, and furnished with reasons which they 
stigmatize with the epithet, “ carnal;” and would 
fain have us suppose that every word which is spo- 
ken in defence of the “restitution of all things,” 
proceeds from the bottomless pit. 

Now it appears to me, Mr. Editor, that Univer- 
salists have no more to do with the devil than 
others; for many, and a majority of them, deny 
even that such a creature exists; and all, as far as 
Tam acquainted, unite in saying, that let him be 
what he may, he shail be destroyed, together with 
all his works. 





Although the idea, that the dectrine of Universal 
Salvation is the same as that preached by the devil 
to Eve, has been often and ably refuted, yet the fre- 
quent use of the accusation against us, will serve as 
an apology for the following remarks. 

In Gen. ii. 17, we read thus, “ But of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die.” This is the declaration of God himself. The 
4th verse of chafpter iii. contains the devil’s doctrine; 
“ And the serpent said unto the woman, Thou shalt 
not surely die.” The parties are now fairly at issue, 
and we shall contend that God told the truth, and 
that the devil told a lie. Now the question is, Do 
Universalists preach God's doctrine, or the devil's? 
Reader, you shall be the judge, and your neigh- 
bours the jury. We will imagine that the prisoner 
at the bar is a Universalist. Now let us ask a few 
questions, and listen to his answers. 

Quest. Well, Mr. Universalist, what is the wages 
of sin? 

Ins. “The wages of sin is death ;” 
must die. 

Q. What kind of death, is the wages of sin? 

1. Moral, or spiritual death, “I die daily. I was 
alive without the law once, but when the command- 
ment came, sin revived and I died.” 

Q. Is there no way for the sinner to escape this 
death ? 

“1. No—he shall surely die. 

Q. When? 

-1. In the day he eateth thereof: “ Behold, the 
righteous shall be recompensed in the earth: much 
more the wicked and the sinner.” 

Q. Shall all men be saved notwithstanding all 
have sinned; and consequently are dead in tres- 
passes and sins? 

4. Yes, for “where sin abounded, grace did 
much more abound, that as sin hath reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteous- 
ness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
Therefore, “forasmuch then as the children are 
partakers of flesh and blood, he (Christ) also him- 
self likewise took part of the same; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is the devil; and deliver them who 
through fear of death were ail their life-time sub- 
ject to bondage.” 

Reader, the above is Universalism. Does it sound 
like the devil’s doctrine? We think not! 

Now let us bring to the tribunal of an enlightened 
public, a gentleman, who, for the sake of brevity, 
we will call “ Orthodox,” let him be made to give 
answers to a few plain questions. 

Question. Well, Mr. Orthodox, what is the wa- 
ges of sin? 

Answer. Eternal, or endless death. 

Q. Are all mankind sinners ? 

4. Yes. “ All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” 

Q. Did God pronounce “endless death,” as a 
punishment for sin, to our first parents in the gat- 
den of Eden? 

4. Yes, certainly. 
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Q. Do mankind receive a recompense in the} 


earth for their iniquity ? 

4. No. The wicked enjoy more happiness in this 
life than the righteous ? 

Q. Well then—TIf eternal damnation is the death 
mentioned in the Bible, and if sinners do not suffer 
this death, in this world, pray tell us if all men will 
ve surely damned in the next, to all eternity ? 

4. No, no! If they repent before they leave this 
world, they shall escape this endless death, and be 
taken to heaven, where they shall sing the praise of 
(iod for ever. Christ has suffered in their stead, so 
that they shall not be punished for their transgres- 
sions! 

Q. Then I must understand you to mean, that 
come part of mankind “shall not surely die!” 

.4. L wish not to be abused! 

Reader, please make your own comments. 

—<>— 
From Zion’s Herald. 
ON THE IMPROPRIETY OF LONG 
PRAYERS. 

Mr. Editor—My mind of late has been very much 
‘xercised with respect to public prayer. I have 
ever been opposed to long prayers, as disagreeable 
o persons in general; if it be so, they cannot be 
yrofitable, and what is not profitable, ought not to 
ye practised. God does not require of us long pray- 
ers either in private or public, nor does the scrip- 
‘ure any where speak in favour of it. There are 
many excellent treatises on the subject, but I know 
if none which have examined the Scriptures to 
ascertain the form and style of prayer, except those 
who have had an eye to some particular mode of 
worship, and of course their authors wrote from 
prejudice. Many examples are recorded in the 
sacred Scriptures, we may reasonably suppose, for 
our imitation, The longest prayers we find on 
record was offered by the Levites in the days of 
Nehemiah. (ix. 5-38.) This prayer may be dis- 
tinctly pronounced in eight or ten minutes. Solo- 
mon’s at the dedication of the temple, was a little 
shorter. (1 Kings viii. 22-68.) There are a number 
only four minutes, and a greater number only from 
two seconds to one minute in length. That most 
appropriate and beautiful prayer, offered by the 
apostles, when one of their number was selected to 
fill the place of Judas, might be repeated in less 
than a minute. Why should we deviate so much 
from the practice of the Old and New Testament- 
saints. 

Many persons find it inconvenient to unite in the 
prayers of some persons because they cannot, for 
the great length of time that the prayer continues, 
keep their minds intent on the subject. Wandering 
thoughts are apt to arise, which destroy the solem- 
nity, and cause us to forget the duties in which we 
are engaged. I would not undertake to say that the 
length of the prayer was the only cause of these 
feelings; there are others, such as the depravity of 
the human heart, the temptations of satan, and the 
cares of the world; but it would not be too much 
to say, the length of the prayers is one of the 





When we unite with our brethren in prayer, 
our minds should be fixed upon each petition, 
or we cannot be said to unite. Many people fall 
into a great mistake, by supposing that when they 
are engaged in this duty they must pray for many 
and almost every thing that chance to enter thei: 
minds at that time, and those who can pray half an 
hour, are said to have the gift of prayer. I regret 
that a duty so important, a privilege so valuable, 
should be rendered tedious and irksome by conti- 
nuing it to an improper length. Let us have the 
impression that a brother will pray short and we 
shall profit by it, on the contrary, if we expect he 
will be lengthy, we shall have but little disposition 
to follow him. 

Long prayers are certainly unscriptural. Christ 
says of the Pharisees, that they make long prayers 
and shall receive the greater damnation. The opi- 
nion of the heathen was, that they should be heard 
for their much speaking ; Jesus informs his disci- 
ples of this and exhorts them not to use vain repe- 
titions. “The best manner of praying, (says Lu- 
ther,) is to make only a few words, but such as con- 
tan a deep sense; the fewer the words, the better 
the prayer; few words and much sense is Christian. 
Many words and little sense is heathenish.” Per- 
haps when the mind is ehgaged alone in the closet, 
the difficulty may not be so great; but I conceive 
it to be very great when we are united in prayer 
with one another. Some may perhaps say, “the 
writer is not devotional himself, which is the cause 
of these objections.” To this I answer, that how- 
ever this may be, we cannot judge of the devotion 
of another by praying long, or short. Will any one 
dare to say that a man ir not devout, because he 
does not pray twenty minutes or half an hour? 
Was not Solomon devout at the dedication of the 
temple? Were not the disciples devout when they 
prayed for boldness, &e. that they might speak 
God’s word? (Acts iv. 20-24.) Was not Stephen 
devout when he prayed under the shower of stones ? 
Let us adopt the practice of short prayers, and 
strive for a spirit of devotion, and our prayer meet- 
ings will be attended with much pleasure and profit. 

—<>—_ 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
ON DEMONIOLOGY. 

Among all the errors, that have crept into the re- 
ligions of men, there is none more prevailing, more 
fondly cherished by the ignorant and superstitious 
mind, and yet more absurd and groundless than that 


the day, the economy of the Universe is two-fold. 
The Creator of man, and Great First-Cause, is re- 
presented as dividing his power and sharing his au- 
thority with the fallen angels ; and by far the great- 
er portion of mankind, though expressly declared to 
have been created for the glory of God, will ulti- 
mately become the imprisoned slaves of the Devil. 
Well may we say of Satan, if this doctrine be true, 
in the words of the Poet, 
“ Divisum imperium cum Jove tenet.” 
The race of men are represented as operated up- 
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The Devil is supposed to be endeavouring to draw 
man from God’s allegiance, while to counterbalance 
his influence, the spirit is made to warn man of his 
arts, and lead him back-to God. Or, in plain, 
downright English, our Maker and the Devil are 
pulling at man. 

Being myself a complete disbeliever in infernal 
agency, and believing with Pope, that the worst 
“enemy of mankind, is man,” I shall offer a few 
reasons, first, from common sense, and next from 
scriptural authority, showing the fallacy of this belief. 
In the first place, if we believe in a God, as the 
Maker of the vast fabric of the universe, we must al- 
low him infinite perfection, justice, power, wisdom 
and goodness. Being then infinitely wise, and fore- 
seeing all things, He never would have permitted 
the existence of any thing that could derange his 
plans ; his power being infinite, he would crush at 
once any thing contrary to his designs; and being 
infinitely good, he would never permit his intelli- 
gent and rational creature man, to be drawn from 
his power, and perverted by the agency of any ex- 
trinsic being. So far from the Devil being necessary 
to the arrangement of the universe, he is the direct 
contrary ; his aim appears to be, to thwart and per- 
plex the designs of God. Can any sensible man 
for a moment suppose, that an all- wise and omnipo- 
tent God, would wage war with one of his own cre- 
ation? I remember a reply given by an ignorant 
savage toa Missionary, who was endeavouring to 
convert him to the Christian religion. Whatever 
appeared just, reasonable, and necessary, this artless 
caild of Nature at once believed. That there was a 
great Being, by whom all things were made, who 
had created him and all mankind, by whose act he 
came into existence, who gave him a mode of being, 
faculties, and powers, suitable for his enjoyment of 
this world; who prepared the earth for his resi- 
dence, and supplied all his wants ; whose goodness 
was infinite, and who would punish him for his 
transgressions, and bring him to a right sense of his 
error, in following the paths of vice. All this he 
believed at once, this was plain ; it needed no proof ; 
he looked round upon the various gifts of the earth, 
and recognized the goodness of God. He heard the 
thunder and saw the lightning flash, and acknowl- 
edged his powers; but when his instructer attempt- 
ed to inculcate the existence of an adverse and 
counteracting power under the name of the Devil, 
the unsophisticated and unprejudiced savage, refused 
to believe ; and for the best reason possible, he saw 
no necessity for it. Does not God, said he, rule and 
govern all things ? Does he not ordain and decree 
every thing? Yes, replied the priest. Why then, 
says he, did he let the Devil come, to disturb the 
harmony of the universe? Which is the stronger ? 
God, or the Devil ? God, to be sure, says the Mis- 
sionary. Why then God no hille the Devil, and have 
no disturber of men? This the priest found an un- 
answerable argument, and left him to be converted 
by some more cunning reasoner. 

But, perhaps, I may be accused of employing 
reason in opposition to, or neglect of scripture. I 
therefore proceed to my second position. And, 








ab initio, that Moses knew nothing of such a being, 
is evident from his total silence upon the subject. 
He never once mentions it; and certainly, if any 
one knew of it, Moses, the divinely inspired histori- 
an, who gave an account of the creation of the 
world, &c. would have mentioned it. 

We are told, that in the garden of Eden, the ser- 
pent tempted Eve, but it is not said this serpent was 
the Devil, or inspired by his Satanic majesty. It js 
said, the serpent was more cunning than any beast of 
the field, consequently, if he was more cunning than 
any beast, he must have been a beast himself, and 
therefore could not have been the Devil. A com- 
parison is made between two things of the same 
kind, it would be as absurd to say that the Deyil 
was more cunning than a mere beast, as to say that 
a man could read better than a horse. But an ip- 
surmountable objection follows, when the serpent 
had caused all this disturbance and calamity, he as 
the only cause is justly punished. Adam and Eve 
were afflicted, and a curse passed upon the serpent. 
Now, how ridiculous and absurd an idea, to suppose 
for a moment that God, the foundation of intelli- 
gence, could not see the Devil hid under the ser- 
pent’s skin. Most assuredly the fiend was a very 
cunning deceiver, for he is made here to elude the 
all-searching eye of Omnipotence. What crime 
had the harmless beast of the field committed, that 
he should be so sorely afflicted. Ill-fated reptile, 
unhappy creature, thou, whilst reposing in the flow- 
ers of Paradise, wert in an unlucky hour seen by 
Satan. enticed by him, and made his organ of com- 
munication; and when all is consummated, he art- 
fully retreats and leaves thee the victim of superior 
skill, the mere machine of infernal malignity, to re- 
ceive the punishment due to himself. Thou wert 
as unlucky as the cat, who was employed by the 
monkey to steal his master’s chesnuts, and whose 
paws suffered for Pug’s theft. W. J. 

(To be continued.) 
<i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
THINGS AS THEY ARE. 

Having heard that the Reverend Doctor C_— 
had promised Mr. D.—, from his pulpit, a Ser- 
mon which he was at the time preaching, I recent- 
ly asked Mr. D. if he had obtained it? He said he 
had not; but if I would go with him, he would call 
and get it. I consented, and we accordingly went. 
On being introduced into the Reverend Doctor's 
parlour, and seated, the Reverend Doctor very grufl- 
ly asked, what Mr. D. wanted ? 

D. I called, Sir, to get the Sermon you had the 
politeness to offer me, and which some time since 
you promised to hand to me. 

Reverend Doctor. Why do you want that Ser- 
mon, and what do you mean to do with it? 

D. 1 want it for my satisfaction, and because you 
promised to give it me. 

Reverend Doctor. You want it for some malicious 
purpose, and you are a malicious fellow. I have 
been advised not to let you have it. 

D. Lam sorry, Sir, you should treat me in such a 
manner as this; when I first called on you, you 
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ereated me like a gentleman, but you do not now. I 
have no animosity to you; you promised me the 
Sermon at the time I was taking it down, and I 
now ask you for it. 

Reverend Doctor. No gentleman would go into a 
church and write down a discourse—it is not a gen- 
tlemanly action. . 

D. Did you never see any gentleman writing in a 
church ? 

Reverend Doctor. No! 

D. \do it to strengthen my memory. I have 
done it in my own church, and in almost every 
church in the city. 

Reverend Doctor. There was nothing in it against 
Universalists, but I wish there was. 

D. Will you give it me, Sir ? 

Reverend Doctor. No, I will not; you are no 
gentleman, you are a liar and a blackguard, and 
vou shall not have it. 

D. Then, Sir, I do not believe it is written in 
short hand. TI have heard from two or three gentle- 
men that sat so near the pulpit as to be almost able 
to read it, that it appeared like a round hand. 

Reverend Doctor. You tell me that it is not writ- 
ten in short hand! You insult me in my own house, 
and my house is my castle. My sermon is written 
in short hand, and I will produce it, and prove you a 
liar and a poltroon, and if I was not a clergyman, I 
would kick you out of my doors. You have called 
me a liar, or what is tantamount to it, in my own 
house, when you said you did not believe it was writ- 
ten in short hand. I shall prove it to you, Sir, and 
prove you a rascal and a villain, and then show you 
the way out of my doors. You have said, that I re- 
fused to give you the Sermon when you first called 
on me. 

D. No, Sir, but I asserted you promised to bring 
it. 

Reverend Doctor. You did, and I can prove it. 

D. Give me your author. 

Reverend Doctor. I will. [But he would not.] 

A Sermon was produced ; also an Address deli- 
vered before the Apprentices Society Library.— 
The Address looked as if recently written. The 
Sermon appeared to have been written a length of 
time, and was dated Albany, and written in short 
hand. The Address in round hand. 

Reverend Doctor. Now, Sir, are you convinced 
that it isin short hand? Read it if you can! 

D. O, yes, Sir, Iam convinced that it is in short 
hand, but you promised to give it me with the key ; 
do so and I can read it. 

Reverend Doctor. You shall not have it. You 
are a blackguard and aliar, and no gentleman ; and 
if I see you writing again in my church, I will have 
you put out. 

D. You cannot do it; I know the law about that 
as well as you do, and will do it when I please. 

Reverend Doctor. 1 kyow that all that has been 
said this evening, will be misrepresented in the pages 
of the Gospel Herald ; and you may do it as soon as 
you please, and send meone. I ask no quarter, and 
shall give none; and I will take it in my back-house, 
as I have done sixteen others, and * * * * * *, 








[The Reverend Doctor here used language and ges- 
tures which would disgrace a layman to relate !] 

During the time this conversation, and much 
more of the same kind, plentifully interlarded with 
rascal! scoundrel! poltroon! blackguard ! villain ! 
and no gentleman, by the Reverend Doctor, address- 
ed to Mr. D. was passing, I sat a silent, but atten- 
tive hearer, except when the Reverend Doctor refer- 
red to me to examine his MSS. and to know whe- 
ther Mr. D. had not said he did not believe it was 
written in short hand. I told him Mr. D. did say he 
did not believe it, but not until he, (the Reverend 
Doctor) had said he should not have it, which he ta- 
citly admitted. 

On leaving the house, Mr. D. told him he bore no 
animosity to him, and wished to shake hands with 
him on parting, as friends ; but the Reverend Doc- 
tor would not, and slammed the door shut in our 
faces. This is, according to the best of my memory, 
which is not a bad one, a true statement of what 
passed at the Reverend Doctor's house, on the night 
of the 15th of August, without exaggeration, between 
the Reverend Doctor and Mr. D. 

My name, if requested, 
A SPECTATOR. 

We caution the reader not to mistake in conjec- 
ture. It is the “ Reverend Doctor of Divinity” 
whose conduct is exposed. No man would con- 
duct in this manner. Ep. Gos. Her. 

—a 
“LET THERE BE LIGHT.” 

We believe the mandate of Jehovah has gone 
forth, and the clouds of ignorance and error must 
vanish. The following, from the “ Gospel Palla- 
dium,” published at Warren, (R. 1.) is certainly in- 
dicative of a wonderful march of sentiment, and 
freedom of inquiry and expression. We are highly 
gratified in witnessing this dignified, honourable, 
and honest course, which is pursued by the Editor 
ofthispaper. And we frankly acknowledge, that 
we never expected to find a gentleman of the Bap- 
tist persuasion, so free from the prejudices of educa- 
tion, and the rugged tenets of modern times. The 
Baptists in this city have much to learn, and we 
hope will now begin the task. 

From the Gospel Palladium. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

In a town, not fifty miles from Warren, a lady of 
respectability and intelligence applied to the Pas- 
tor of a certain church to be admitted as a member, 
and after disclosing to him her religious experience 
and views of Christian doctrine, he in the usual 
manner propounded her for membership. Previous 
to her admission, several of the members of the 
church, knowing that the lady was a Unitarian in 
sentiment, wrote to the Pastor, that if she were ad- 
mitted to the communion they would leave it. 
Alarmed by this information, the Pastor waited 
upon the lady to have further conversation upon her 
religious sentiments, and to state the objections 
which had been made to her reception. In the 
course of the conversation, the lady stated her dis- 
belief in the personality of the dertl. Upon which 
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the Pastor gravely informed her that with her Uni- 
tarian views he had no difficulty, but her disbelief 
of the personality of the devil, was an insuperable 
objection, in his mind, to her admission into the 
church, and she was accordingly refused. Happily 
for the lady, however, there was in the same town a 
liberal Pastor and a liberal church, who required no 
other confession of faith, but that “Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God, and a determination to imbibe his 
spirit, obey his precepts, and imitate his example,” 
with which she is united, where she may “stand 
fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made her 
free.” 

Mr. Editor, when this circumstance was related 
to me, I could not help regretting that at this late 
period of the world, any should be found among us 
who consider “faith in the devil,” a necessary 
pre-requisite to admission into the Church of Christ. 
If a person was about to join the “synagogue of 
satan,” a belief in the existence of his satanic ma- 
jesty might be deemed necessary ; but to unite with 
“ the church of the living God, the pillar and ground 
of the truth,” I should judge that to believe in one 
God, the Father of all things, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of the world, is all that any rea- 
sonable person would require. 

Yours respectfully, 
~~ - 
TITHES. 

Our orthodox brethren have an “ itching palm” 
for the people’s money. They openly advocate the 
system of tithes. Our pious ancestors sooner than 
have submitted to this abominable imposition would 
have perished in tortures. “When the people in 
the time of Nehemiah,” says the Boston Recorder, 
“ neglected to bring in the rrtues, the Levites fled 
to their fields, and the house of God was forsaken. 
* * * * Ought not greater efforts to be made to sup- 
port ministers, as well as to educate them? * * * * 
If the people were willing to give as much for the 
support of religious teachers as God’s chosen peo- 
ple were required to give, nine families could sup- 
port a minister. * * * * Were God’s professing 
people, under a former dispensation, ever impov- 
erished by “ bringing in all the tithes into the store- 
houses? It was the neglect to support the worship 
of God that made them poor.” So far this ortho- 
dox writer is fair and candid, and therefore, I re- 
spect him for his frankness. He speaks out and 
says in substance, “I wish to introduce the Jewish 
and English system of tithes into the United 
States.” One minister to nine families is a great 
improvement. It would make the clergy thicker 
than in Portugal or Naples. After this, let not Mr. 
Willis pretend to be friendly to our free institutions. 
If he believes that tithes and religious liberty can 
exist together, he must be grossly ignorant of both. 
Hlis ignorance must equal his fanaticism and 
bigotry, which is saying a great deal. 


Plain Truth. 


ANTI-DIABOLOS. 


—>— 

LIBERALITY. 
The Editor of the Philadelphia “ Religious Re- 
membrancer,” notices a statement in the Fourth 
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Volume ef this Paper, p. 68, of the increase of So. 
cieties of the faith of the salvation of all men, and 
introduces a quotation as follows: 

“ Religion of Universalists. Text. * Real re) 
gion progresses in exactly the ratio that liberal feo| 
ings and opinions are cherished.’” He then has , 
quotation, stating the abominable, cruel, &c. prin. 
ciples of Calvinism, and expresses his opinion tha 
real religion must be at low ebb among Universal. 
ists, &c. We wish to correct the gentleman’s error. 
Liberality, if we know any thing about it, does no; 
consist in calling white black, nor crooked straight. 
When Calvin burnt Servetus, he was illiberal. A 
just delineation, or exhibition of the horrible prin. 
ciples which led Calvin to that wicked act, is libera), 
Liberal men are willing to investigate the truth 
[liberal men are for coercion, by “ public law,” and 
torturing all who dare to think for themselves. Now 
we are so liberal as to acknowledge, that ninety 
nine Calvinists out of a hundred, are ashamed of 
Calvin’s seutiments; and they are better men, the 
less they are influenced by Calvin’s principles, and 
we add, that they are very little influenced by them, 
in ordinary life. But, we tell this gentleman, thar 
liberal men do not accuse their opponents in senti- 
ment, of advocating doctrines they detest and deny 
You accuse Universalists of preaching the devil's 
doctrine, and saying, “ Ye shall not surely die.” 
That you may be more liberal in future, and more 
honest too, we caution you not to repeat this false 
hood. Universalists preach, with Paul. “As in 
Adaia all die, even so in Christ shall all be mad: 
alive.” This, Sit, is our doctrine, and you must 
L» careful not to implicate Paul as being a co- 
preacher with your devil. 


—p— 
NEW SUBJECT OF PRAYER. 

The editor of the “ Christian Mirror,” in an « 
ticle over the signature of “ Another Subscriber,’ 
not only continues to recommend his own paper, 
but suggests the propriety of making it a particule 
subject of prayer, as are colleges, missions, &c. 
Though such recommendations and proposals would 
appear quite as well from some other paper, we will 
wave that point, and inquire, whether we may wit! 
propriety, suggest a few things for which praye: 
should be offered, concerning the “ Mirror.” We 
had thought of proposing prayer that the editor may 
not again be so imprudent as to publish statements 
of facts which reflect the most degrading dishon- 
our on the State of Maine, by pretending that “ ma- 
ny of the people are so enveloped in moral dark- 
ness,” as not to know there is such a name as Jests 
Cuaist. If his story was any thing like the truth, 
let them pray that the Mirror may strike up a brisk 
exhortation for all foreign missionaries to return 
forthwith, and first convert our heathen at home, 
not being discouraged though a few may be found 
so enveloped in moral and mental darkness, as t° 
relate, or believe, such totally incredible and absurd 
statements. Chris. Intel. 
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